
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Issue 6 2009 Spring 
 

u COMMUNITY SERVICES FOR CHILDREN, INC, 

1520 HANOVER AVENUE, ALLENTOWN, PA 18109 

WWW.CSCINC.ORG 

Simply 
SACC THE NORTHEAST SCHOOL-AGE CHILD CARE PROJECT 

SUPPORTING SUCCESS IN SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAMS 

The Northeast School-Age Child Care Project is one of six regional 

projects statewide.  The Northeast Region SACC Project serves fifteen 

counties in Northeastern PA: Berks, Bradford, Carbon. Lackawanna, 

Lehigh, Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton, Pike, Schuylkill, Sullivan, 

Susquehanna, Tioga, Wayne, and Wyoming. 

This Issue Includes... 
 
 

 Upcoming School -Age Professional   
 Development Opportunities  

 
 

 What is Links 2 Learning?  
 

Where is it being offered?  
 

 
 Do You Have Questions about School-Age 

Assessments? 
 
 

 Spring is a Great Time to Enhance Your 
Literacy Selections!  

 
 Strategies to Strengthen Family 

Partnership  
 
 

 School-Age Technical Assistance Available 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
March 17, 2009                                April 2, 2009                                  May 5, 2009 
Science Activities                            Growing Up Great!                         Discipline Magic for School Age                  
CSC/NE Key                                   Developmental Assets                     Pocono YMCA Youth Center 
Allentown, PA                                 For Children                                    East Stroudsburg, PA 18360 
10:00 am-12:00pm                           Jewish Community Center             6:30-8:30pm 
                                                         Scranton, PA 18510 
                                                         6:30 pm-8:30 pm                             May 13, 2009 
March 18, 2009                                                                                        Letôs Get Creative 
Meaningful Makeovers                    April 9, 2009                                   Jewish Community Center    
Camp Speers                                    Tame the Stress Monster!               Scranton, PA 18510 
Dingmans Ferry, PA                        Pocono Family YMCA                   6:30-8:30 pm 
6:30-8:30 PM                                   Youth Center 
                                                          East Stroudsburg, PA 18360          May 26, 2009 
March 19, 2009                                6:30-8:30pm                                   Communication With Parents 
Math Activities                                                                                         Penn State Coop Ext. Office 
BCIU Learning Center                                                                             Leesport, PA 19533 
Reading , PA 19606                                                                                 6:30-8:30 pm 
6pm-8pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 

For more information on the 

upcoming professional 

development events, please 

contact the Ivy Reynolds at 

ireynolds@cscinc.org or toll 

free at 1-800-528-SACC,  

ext 2328. 

 

To register for these events, 

visit the Professional 

Development Calendar online 

at www.pakeys.org or contact 

Dayra Soto at 

dsoto@cscinc.org or  

call 610-437-6000, ext. 2311 

Additional School ïAge 

Professional Development 

Activities Available On-Line!  

 

 

 

 

Treat people as though they were 

what they  ought to be and you help 

them become what they are capable 

of being.       - Goethe 

mailto:ireynolds@cscinc.org
http://www.pakeys.org/
mailto:dsoto@cscinc.org


 

 

What is Links 2 Learning?  
 

 

 Links 2 Learning (L2L) is Core Training  for school -age practitioners  that  
includes L2L Foundations   and L2L Curriculum  

 It was piloted last year in the N E Key Region  
     
 

What are the objectives of  the L2L Foundations session ? 
 

 To explore  the theory behind embedding academic content into school -age 
activities  

 Practice ways to involve school -agers in identifying what they will learn and 
do 

 And r eview curri culum frameworks and link activities to learning standards  

 
What  are the objectives of  the L2L Curriculum session ? 
 

 Define the meaning of  curriculum  

 Discuss the components of  curriculum and the basics of  planning 
curriculum  

 Explore the advantages of  using thematic or project based 
curriculum  

 Learn how to link activities to the PA Academic Standards  

 
How will my school -age program benefit from the L2L 
sessions?  

 Your school -age curriculum design will be built on 
intentionality  

 Your school -age activities will be linked to the Learning 
Standards  

 Your staff  will understand the importance of  warm, 
consistent adult/youth relationships and how strong adult 
role models can foster youth development and engagement 
in learning  

 



 Where can I attend a L2L session?  
 
March 21, 2009 

School-Age Links 2  Learning: Foundations                                   

Pocono YMCA- Youth Center 

Ann St  

East Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

9am -12:00pm 

 

March 21, 2009  

School-Age Links 2  Learning: Curriculum                                              

Pocono YMCA- Youth Center 

Ann St 

East Stroudsburg, PA 18360 

12:30-3:30pm 

 

April 4, 2009 

School-Age Links 2  Learning: Foundations 

Hazleton YMCA 

Hazleton, PA 18201 

9 am-12:00 pm 

 

April 4, 2009 

School-Age Links 2  Learning: Curriculum 

Hazleton YMCA 

Hazleton, PA 18201 

12:30-3:30 pm 

 

April 25, 2009 

School-Age links 2  Learning: Foundations 

Penn State Cooperative Extension Office 

Leesport, PA 19533 

9am-12:00 pm 

 

 

April 25, 2009 

School-Age links 2 Learning: Curriculum 

Penn State Cooperative Extension Office 

Leesport, PA 19533 

12:30pm -3:30pm 

 

May 16, 2009 

School-Age Links 2 Learning: Foundations 

Athens/Sayre Day Care Center 

Sayre, PA 18840 

9am ï 12:00 pm 

 

 

May 16, 2009 

School-Age Links 2  Learning: Curriculum 

Athens/Sayre Day Care Center 

Sayre, PA 18840 

12:30pm-3:30pm 

 

 

 
 

 

 
To register for the  
Links 2 Learning sessions, go 
to the www.pakeys.org  on-line 
calendar or contact Dayra 
Soto at dsoto@cscinc.org  or 
at 610-437-6000, ext. 2311  

http://www.pakeys.org/
mailto:dsoto@cscinc.org


  

  
                                            

DDoo  YYoouu  HHaavvee  QQuueesstt iioonnss  aabboouutt   SScchhooooll --AAggee  AAsssseessssmmeennttss??  
 

What is an assessment? 

Assessment is the process of gathering information about children in order to make decisions about guiding their 

learning.  (Bickart, Jablon, Dodge: 1999) 

Assessment is made up of three processes: documentation, evaluation, and communicating with families.   

Documentation is the gathering of evidence.  This is when you take observations of the children.  Observations can 

be written accounts such as anecdotes, running records, or checklists.  Observations may also be in the form of 

photographs, videos, or samples of childrenôs work.    

Evaluation is looking through the documentation to understand the children better.  We are looking for things such 

as their development, their interests, their learning, etc.   

Communicating with families involves sharing the information that youôve gathered and evaluated.  This is usually 

done through parent conferences or meetings. 

 

Why should I assess school-agers when the schools do it? 

There are many reasons to assess a child at your program.  Your setting is probably very different from a school 

setting and you may have different opportunities to observe things that a school teacher may observe.  If you want 

to be able to meet the individual needs of each child, you need to know how they learn best, what theyôre interested 

in, where they are developmentally as well as academically, and how to set up your environment and activities to 

best meet those needs.  Assessing the children also allows you to identify special needs.   

 

But theyôre only here for a short period of time. 

School-age children may only be with you for a small time, but they may also play a large role in their own 

assessments.  School-age children love to have a role in setting their own goals and marking their achievements.  If 

you are short on time, ask the children to help decide which works they would like to save for their files, what goals 

they have achieved so far, or what they would like to still work on. 

 

What should I do with the assessments? 



Once you have looked at your observations of the children, you can evaluate them.  Assessments help you form an 

idea of the childôs interests which aids in curriculum planning.  It also lets you know of the developmental domains 

as well as academic standards that the child is working on.  This allows you to plan for each individual child.  

Assessments will ensure that you have a well-run program that is responsive to participant needs.  You may also 

use the assessments to share with the families of the children and the children themselves.   

 

When should I do assessments?   

Keystone STARS requires that assessments be done two times a year, and at least one of the assessments are shared 

with families.  Your observations and documentation should be an ongoing process so when it is time for 

assessment, you have everything you need to back up your evaluation. 

 

Where do I get more information about assessing school-age children? 

For more information on assessments for school-age children or where you can attend a Professional Development 

Workshop on School-Age Assessments, please contact the Northeast SACC Project at 1-800-528-7222, x2328. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

School-Age Websites 
  

 

PA School-Age Child Care Alliance 

http://www.pennsacca.net 
State affiliate website to the National Afterschool Association.  This site has updates, events, 

and other happenings in the field of school-age care and after-school programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFoorr   aa  ff rr eeee  bbooookklleett   ooff  mmaannyy  mmoorr ee  sscchhooooll--aaggee  

wweebbssii tteess,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt   tthhee  NNEE  RReeggiioonnaall   SSAACC  

PPrr oojj eecctt   aatt   ii rr eeyynnoollddss@@ccsscciinncc..oorr gg  

oorr   ttooll ll   ff rr eeee  aatt   11--880000--552288--SSAACCCC,,  eexxtt ..  22332288  

 

http://www.pennsacca.net/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring is a great time to enhance your literacy selections 

for childrené. 

The following is a list of things to consider when choosing which books to use in your program.  It is meant to 

be a starting point only and not a complete list.  Look at all aspects of literature when evaluating it for your use 

(illustrations, themes, storylines, literary quality etc.).  Your personal experiences and familiarity with the 

families in your program and their values will help guide you through this process. 

 

The books should: 

&  Reflect the children and families in your program; including their cultural values. 

&  Provide a p\balance of topics, cultures, and perspectives. 

&  Offer children new ideas, images and information. 

&  Contain authentic illustrations and historical accuracy. 

&  Be free of stereotypes (an oversimplified generalization about a particular group) and positively portray 

characters. 

&  Build an accurate conception of cultural diversity with the U.S. by depicting stories that occur in the 

United States. 

&  Introduce authors from diverse ethnic, racial, gender and socioeconomic backgrounds. 

&  Be developmentally appropriate for the children: 6 year olds generally are ready for stories about heroes, 

famous people and historical figures; -12 year olds are generally ready for books depicting worldwide 

themes. Tip:  Stereotypic books can be used as tools to develop critical thinking skills when used in a 

directed way for discussions and activities with school-agers. 

(Taken from Multicultural Resource Guide for School-Age Child Care by Frances Langan, Susan Ritter, and Melissa Schreffler 

 

 

 


